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WHAT IS THE IUC? 

 
The International Urban Cooperation 

(IUC) programme aims to enable 

cities and regions to link up and share 

solutions to common problems.  

It is part of a long-term strategy by 

the European Union to foster 

sustainable urban development in 

cooperation with both the public and 

private sectors. 

The IUC programme activities will 

support the achievement of bilateral 

policy objectives as well as major 

international agreements on urban 

development and climate change, 

such as the Urban Agenda, the 

Sustainable Development Goals, and 

the Paris Agreement.  



 

How has the IUC 
contributed to 
foster sustainable 
urban 
development and 
to strengthen 
urban diplomacy 
until now?  
 

1  City-to-City cooperation on 

sustainable urban 
development 

2   Sub-national action under 

the Global Covenant of 
Mayors initiative 

3  Inter-regional cooperation on 

innovation for local and 
regional development 



•           CITY-TO-CITY COOPERATION 



CITY PAIRINGS 

 

 

• 164 cities already involved   
• 81 EU cities from 22 countries  

 
• 15 Chinese cities   
• 11 Japanese cities in 10 pairings 
• 10 Indian cities 
• 5 Argentinean cities   
• 7 Brazilian cities  
• 8 Colombian cities in 6 pairings    
• 4 Chilean cities 
• 4 Peruvian cities   
• 7 Canadian cities   
• 5 Mexican cities   
• 8 US cities   

 



GLOBAL PAIRINGS 



SUMPs must aim to meet the 

demand for urban mobility whilst 

improving quality of life. To be 

successful, SUMPs should be 

developed across different policy 

areas and sectors, in cooperation 

with different levels of 

government and administration, 

and in conjunction with citizens 

and other stakeholders.  

 

Social participation is a vital 

component of SUMPs. Social 

participation can take many 

forms, from consultative means, 

such as polls, which gauge 

whether mobility projects have 

sufficient acceptance levels from 

the public, to pro-active 

processes, such as crowd-funding,  



Taking a holistic approach to 

challenges can result in significant 

cross-sectoral benefits. Instead of 

looking at problems in silos, try 

connecting the different elements 

of a system so that you can 

approach it as a whole. This often 

means working with other 

departments and stakeholders.  

 

One specific area of cooperation is 

water quality monitoring. Surat 

was inspired by Rotterdam’s 

integrated water management 

approach, where several parties 

monitor water quality aligned to 

collectively set goals and methods. 

Surat’s approach to water topics 

has inspired Rotterdam to think in 

a different way. Tackling water 

management on a much grander 

scale has encouraged the Dutch 

city to look at the scalability of its 

own efforts on climate resilience.  



The aim of the pairing is to 

develop a methodology to assess 

and identify obstacles to the 

development of women’s careers. 

This methodology will be designed 

to be both transferable to other 

countries and applicable to other 

marginalised segments of the 

population.  

The city authorities reached out to 

the University of Parma for support 

in designing the methodology.  

 

Though the tool developed Parma 

and Fredericton will examine the 

impact of legislative intervention 

on barriers to female participation 

in local government leadership 

positions.   



THEMES 
Smart cities 

& innovation 

(47)  

Mobility & 
transport 

(34) 

Poverty, 
social 

inclusion & 
urban 

regeneration 

(11) 

Climate 
mitigation & 
sustainable 

energy 

(12) 

Circular economy, 
waste &  

sustainable 
production/ 

consumption 
(20) 

Nature-based 
solutions, 

climate 
adaptation 

(14) 
 
 

Water 
resources & 

management 

(14) 

What next?  

Connect & exchange 

with other cities and 

pairings! 



GLOBAL RESULTS & OUTPUTS 

IUC website – solutions 
database and pairing 

profiles 
4  Calls for cities 

82 city pairings   
kicked off 

3 Regional Dialogues 
organized (North 

America, LAC and Asia) 
– 2 to come! 

Knowledge Sharing 
platform developed; 

solutions and resources 
database 

Exchange with other 
initiatives and 

organizations (UNDP, 
UIA, EU Urban Agenda, 

Future Cities..) 

IUC twitter account 
launched - counting 

+960 followers 

430 participants to the 
IUC city-to-city events 

5 webinars on 
sustainable 

development – 2 to 
come! 

8 case studies drafted 

7 newsletters published, 
next edition to  in June 

2 publications & 2 
webinars on financing 



•           RESOURCES  & SOLUTIONS 



ON THE WEBSITE 

Searchable  

File upload & tagging 

Topic/ SDG /EU Agenda search 

Pairings Resources Solutions 



KNOWLEDGE SHARING PLATFORM 

https://emojipedia.org/white-up-pointing-backhand-index-type-1-2/


o interact with each other, 

share their experiences and 

expertise on a wide range of 

topics 

 

o As an IUC member you also 

have  the unique opportunity 

to access in preview the 

content of our webinars!   

o  In the “private room” section 

, you will have the opportunity to 

bilaterally exchange knowledge 

and information with your 

partner city! 

In the Discussion Forums section IUC members have the chance to: 

  

https://emojipedia.org/white-up-pointing-backhand-index-type-1-2/


In the “Resources” section, members can also access to a wide range of resources that can be of 

value for all cities involved in the IUC programme such as interesting case studies, Policy Reports, 

Guidelines etc… 

https://emojipedia.org/white-up-pointing-backhand-index-type-1-2/


to add a resource, go to 

the resources tab, and 

simply click “Add a 

resource”.  

From there you will be asked to fill out the 
necessary fields to add the resource. 

https://emojipedia.org/white-up-pointing-backhand-index-type-1-2/


•           NEXT STEPS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 



IUC JAPAN – REGIONAL DIALOGUE  

Cities Driving the Transition to a 

more Sustainable Future 
 

May 2020 

 

This interactive event will provide an 

opportunity for IUC cities and stakeholders to 

share ideas and exchange knowledge on how 

cities can drive the transition to a more 

sustainable future, in line with the objectives 

of the SDGs, the New Urban Agenda and the 

Paris Agreement. Cities all over the world are 

facing the challenge of a systemic change in 

using and managing resources. This session will 

discuss how cities can accelerate a sustainable 

energy transition and boost a circular 

economy, at the local level. The session will 

also present and discuss good practices on how 

to integrate the transition to a more 

sustainable energy system and to a circular 

economy  across sectors. 

 

 
Photo by Kat Jayne from Pexels  



CONCEPT 

1,5 DAYS EVENT 
• 1 day dedicated to city-to-city cooperation 

• 0,5 days dedicated to Covenant of Mayors in 
Japan 

FOCUS CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 

• Going full circle: key drivers of circular 
economy 

• Closing the loop: implementing the circular 
economy in cities and beyond 

GLOBAL COVENANT OF MAYORS 
• Initiatives and support 

• Common framework  

• International experiences 

 

PARTICIPANTS 
• Japanese cities engaged in IUC 

• Selected cities worldwide to boost cluster 
discussion and exchange 

FOCUS ENERY TRANSITION 
• Making the transition happen: key drivers of 

the energy transition 

• Delivering the energy transition across 
sectors 

 

COVENANT OF MAYORS IN JAPAN 
• National needs 

• Discussion on directions 

• Support needed and identification of gaps 



CALL TO CITIES –INSPIRE YOUR 

PEERS! 

Stimulating clusters approach; 

candidate as single city or as 

pair 

Regional events, and 

international events identified 

Focus on innovation, 

replicability, implementation 

of SDGs and NUA 



COMING SOON 
 

• 4th CITIES FORUM 2020 (30-31 

January 2020, Porto) 

 

• Regional Dialogue India 

 

• 10th World Urban Forum - Cities 

of opportunities - Connecting 

Culture and Innovation (8-13 

February 2020, Abu Dhabi) 

 

• Webinar on cultural heritage 

and urban regeneration; air 

quality; innovative financing 

instruments (early 2020) 

 



QUESTIONS? 

FEEDBACK? 

We look forward to exchanging with you! 

 

 THANK YOU! 
Giorgia Rambelli  
grambelli@iuc-europe.eu 
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