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 252,574 inhabitants (x4 in the 70-80s)

 A compact and flat city where everything is at 

hand, accessible on foot and by bicycle

 No metropolitan area and >80% of the citizens 

work in the city (low % of commuters)

 ~45 m2 of public green areas/inh.

 European Green Capital 2012

Vitoria-Gasteiz, a medium-sized city



Dato Street, 1966
Source: Municipal Archives of Vitoria-Gasteiz

Threats

 Need to give back HQ public space 

for both nature and people

 Climate Change: Apart from an 

increase in temperatures (especially in 

summer, heat-island effect), changes in 

the rainfall regime are foreseen: lower 

total amount of precipitation BUT more 

extreme rainfall events → flood events



Sustainable Urban Mobility and Public 
Space Plan

How? Discouraging private vehicle 
use whilst, at the same time, 
improving public transport and 
promoting active mobility modes 
(walking/cycling).



Urban Green Infrastructure strategy 
(parks/gardens + Green Belt)

How? Promoting ecosystem services (incl. biodiversity) by 
improving ecological connectivity and green areas 
management



Urban Green Infrastructure strategy 
(urban rivers + wetlands)
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How? Day-lighting urban 
rivers and restoring 
wetlands/riparian forest-
flood plains



Integrated approach: Avenida de Gasteiz:
a recovered Green Corridor (UGI + SUMP)


