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GLOBAL COVENANT OF MAYORS
The Covenant of Mayors for Climate &
Energy brings together thousands of
local governments voluntarily committed
to implementing ambitious climate and
energy objectives on their territory. It is
a powerful response by cities to address
the climate challenge. Building on the
commitment of over 7,400 cities, it is the
world’s broadest multi-stakeholder alliance
committed to local climate leadership.
The Global Covenant of Mayors brings
together under a single umbrella regional
Covenant of Mayors offices located across
the globe, each organised along principles
and methods that best suit each region.

Regional Covenant offices help coordinate
and support engagement with participating
cities. They encourage climate action at
the local level and help build a community
of committed signatories around it.
Whatever the size or location of their
jurisdiction, the mayors and local leaders in
this alliance stand ready to take concrete
measures with long-term impact to tackle
the interconnected challenges of climate
change mitigation, adaptation, and access
to sustainable energy.

WHAT IS THE IUC?
As the areas in which most people live and
work, cities are increasingly acknowledged as
the arena in which solutions to major societal
and environmental challenges must be
developed and implemented.
Cities are the world’s primary hubs of
economic and cultural activity, a fact which is
causing the rate of urbanisation to increase at
a rapid pace. This accelerated demographic
change has put many cities under significant
strain, with local governments often struggling
to meet the higher demand for energy, water,
health, education and transport services.

The International Urban Cooperation (IUC)
programme aims to enable cities in different
global regions to link up and share solutions
to common problems. It is part of a longterm strategy by the European Union to
foster sustainable urban development
in cooperation with both the public and
private sectors, as well as representatives of
research and innovation, community groups
and citizens.
Through engaging in the IUC, cities will have
the chance to share and exchange knowledge
with their international counterparts, building
a greener, more prosperous future.
The IUC programme is an opportunity for
cities to learn from each other, set ambitious
targets, forge lasting partnerships, test new
solutions, and boost their international profile.
Its activities will support the achievement of
policy objectives as well as major international
agreements on urban development and
climate change, such as the Urban Agenda,
the Sustainable Development Goals, and the
Paris Agreement.
To find out more, visit:
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